


  
  
  
  
   
  

  

New Malignancies Among Cancer Survivors: 

 SEER Cancer Registries, 1973-2000
 

Overview 
A new monograph published jointly by researchers from NCI’s Division of Cancer Epidemi-
ology (DCEG) and Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences (DCCPS) is the first 
publication to provide a comprehensive analysis of the risk of developing a new malignancy 
among U.S. cancer survivors. The report utilizes data from NCI’s Surveillance, Epidemiol-
ogy and End Results (SEER) Program cancer registries to evaluate the risk of subsequent 
malignancy among more than 2 million cancer survivors for the period 1973 to 2000, and 
includes data on more than 50 adult and 18 childhood cancer sites. The monograph pro-
vides a valuable resource for clinicians, health professionals, and policy makers to identify 
patients at elevated risk of developing a new malignancy and to illuminate opportunities 
for early detection and cancer prevention. 

Major findings: 
•	 Overall, cancer survivors have a 14% higher risk of developing a subsequent cancer 


than would be expected in the general population.
 
•	 Tobacco smoking and excess alcohol intake appeared to account for more than 35% of  

the excess cancer risk. 
•	 Children and young adults seemed especially prone to the carcinogenic effects of 


radiotherapy and chemotherapy.
 

Table 7.1.2:  Risk of Subsequent Primary Cancers after Cancer of the Breast, Females, 
SEER 1973-2000. 
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Monograph is available to view or print at the SEER Web site: 

http://seer.cancer.gov/publications/mpmono. 


A print copy may also be ordered at 1-800-4-CANCER.
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